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CENTRE FOR COMMUNITY ENGAGED 
LEARNING

We connect students with 
faculty, community 
organizations, and other 
students who are passionate 
about acting on social and 
environmental issues that 
impact society today.



DIVERSITY WELCOME

COMMUNITY AGREEMENT

1. Challenge the concept, not the person
2. Step forward, step back 
3. Open-mind and curiosity 
4. Active listening
5. Respect, compassion, & safety



Who is in the space?

VANCOUVER 
TENANTS UNION

Organization committed to 
educating renters on their 
rights and standing up to 
landlords and developers 

who persistently 
compromise people’s 

security and livelihood.

MIGRANT STUDENTS 
UNITED

Part of the Migrant 
Workers Alliance for 

Change,  engaging  in 
campaigns and direct 

actions aimed at 
addressing systemic 

barriers and injustices 
faced by migrants. 

Demanding status for all.

SOCIAL JUSTICE 
CENTRE

A resource group with 
organizing focus on Harm 

Reduction, Housing Justice, 
and Palestinian Liberation 
through a survivor-centric, 

harm reduction, radical, 
feminist, decolonial, 

anti-oppression framework



Unionize Work Learns (CUPE 2278)

The Committee to Organize UBC 
is a student-led campaign to 
unionize Work Learn employees 
at UBC. We want all Work Learn 
employees to be paid a living 
wage and to have the protection 
of a collective agreement. 



 Housing is a human right.

Everyone deserves to live with 
dignity in a safe, secure, clean, 

affordable and accessible home.

We reject the speculative market.

We reject that housing can or should 
be seen as a ‘commodity’ or an 

avenue to make money.

Resources for TENANTS

Keep Your Landlord In Check
Eviction Self-Defence Handbook

… more here

Resources for ORGANIZERS

We provide direct support for building 
organizers.

- Workshops: KYLIC, ESDH
- Organizing 101, 102, 103

… more here

Currently 4 active local chapters

https://www.vancouvertenantsunion.ca/resources_for_tenants
https://www.vancouvertenantsunion.ca/workshops
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The Broadway Plan as Violent  
DispossessionArea Plan to redevelop the area around the Broadway 

SkyTrain expansion into a “second downtown”

Despite the plan 
alleging over and 

over again that 
tenants will be 
protected, the 

Vancouver Tenants 
Union found that 
these protections 

were often 
contradictory and 

vague: They 
proposed a 

“Renters’ Plan” for 
the city to adopt 

instead to 
concretely protect 

themselves.  

“At face value, transit-oriented development 
has many exciting possibilities, but in the hands 
of real estate interests it is a weapon against 
poor and working-class communities across the 
Lower Mainland.”



VTU Fairview 
Social!IG: @vtu_fairview



There are racist narratives being 
spread around the on-going 

housing crisis and conflating the 
issue with migrants, especially 

blaming  international students!

Scapegoating migrants 
and blaming them for 
socio-economic issues 
in a country has been a 

long time false and 
racist rhetoric used by 
governments to cover 

up the systematic 
failures of capitalism.

A Housing Crisis, not an immigration crisis!
International students 
renting in Canada 
often experience all 
kinds of abuse when 
trying to find housing. 
This abuse includes 
price gouging, 
invasion of privacy, 
sexual harassment, 
assault, exploitation 
and illegally low living 
standards.

https://www.thestar.com/business/foreign-students-face-a-wave-of-rental-ripoffs-as-landlords-illegally-demand-up-to-six/article_8f238de7-f067-5ca6-9646-aa6f7e33c5f4.html
https://torontolife.com/real-estate/adventures-real-estate-toronto-york-university-student-rental-abuse/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/international-students-crime-reporting-1.6709423
https://www.bramptonguardian.com/news/crime/brampton-man-sentenced-to-7-years-for-sexual-assault-forcible-confinement-of-international-student-from/article_5205a0d2-b3e5-52b0-8be4-9a4b3704db1f.html
https://vancouversun.com/opinion/columnists/douglas-todd-female-foreign-students-endure-harassment-exploitation
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/sudbury/int-students-rooming-house-rental-problem-1.6463773
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/sudbury/int-students-rooming-house-rental-problem-1.6463773


Stop the Sweeps: Donate / Organize
CRAB Park Update: In the past few 
days, the City of Vancouver and 
Vancouver Park Board have been  
destroying the CRAB Park Tent City. 
Displacing people from their homes. 

By the end of day Sunday, March 
24, all residents must be out of the 
“Designated Area” so city crews 
can finish destroying every home 
there. These are the same crews 
who are actively in charge of street 
sweeps across so-called 
Vancouver.





Needs
What is mutual aid?

- Hot Water
- Paper Towel

- Snacks
- Hot Coffee
- Cigarettes

- Medicines (including Tylenol, tobacco, 
sage etc.)

- Single-serving Greek Yogurt (with cherry, 
or other fruit)

- Oatmeal
- Rain Ponchos

- Bulk Socks (multiple sizes)
- Hand/Foot/Body Warmers

- Naloxone / Harm Reduction Supplies
- Paper Plates and Bowls

Solidarity NOT Charity

- Coming together as 
autonomous communities 
supporting one another.

- Recommended Reading: 
- Mutual Aid, Dean Spade

-

CRAB PARK MUTUAL AID

DONATIONS WILL 
BE COLLECTED 
ON CAMPUS ON 
THE 2ND FLOOR 
AMS NEST - 
RESOURCE 
LOUNGE, SOCIAL 
JUSTICE CENTRE 
OFFICE (outside 
the door, look for 
donation box)

FOLLOW(insta)/SEARCH for more info: Sister Sage, Defund604 
Network, Stop The Sweeps Coalition, Community Canteen 



JEOPARDY
!GET INTO TEAMS OF 6!



HOUSING  
LIBRARY



GUIDING 
QUESTIONSUnderstanding Our Experiences - SJC

● How has the rental market changed over time, and what implications does this have for renters? For 
first time renters?

● What factors have influenced your perception of rental costs? Is it what you expected living in 
Vancouver? How does it compare to your view growing up?

● When it comes to stable housing, what challenges have the greatest impact on you? 
● How do you think housing challenges have intersected with broader social issues; poverty, education, 

and healthcare?
● What does housing security mean to you? How does it impact your life?

Pathways to Advocacy - MSU
● Have you been involved in advocating for better housing conditions for students? What barriers do 

you face?
● Do you think student organizations provide enough support for housing issues, and what 

additional support do you think is necessary?
● What strategies can student organizers use to raise awareness about housing issues and mobilize 

their peers to take action?



SHAREBACK 
● What points resonated with you the most?
● What was the most surprising?
● What common experiences surrounding student 

access to housing did you notice? 
● What opportunities or areas for action surfaced 

through your conversations today?



SLIDESMANIA.COM

Thank you to everyone 
for attending today’s 

event!



Get up to $10,000 to create a 
project that addresses 
environmental and social issues in 
BC!

Provides upper-year undergraduate 
students the opportunity to deliver their 
own 3-credit seminar class with a small 
group of peers on a topic not currently 
offered at UBC Vancouver

Students work with each other, local 
community partners, and faculty to 
develop ideas and solutions through 
actionable projects that tackle social 
and environmental issues using a 
systems thinking and collective impact 
approach

Short-term projects with schools and 
nonprofit organizations across Metro 
Vancouver that address social and 
environmental issues 

Social Impact Labs Community Action Days

Get involved with CCEL!

Grants Student Directed Seminars



Interested in partnering with us? Here 
is where to find us !

Follow us on social media for events, updates, workshops and many more!

CCEL Linktree: 
https://linktr.ee/CCEL

CCEL Email:
community.learning@ubc.ca

https://linktr.ee/CCEL
https://linktr.ee/CCEL

